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Background 


Aepepetane corridor across the Yukon Coastal Plain 
was the subject of the 1972 Northern Pipeline Guidelines. 
The gas pipeline proponents had numerous ‘detailed biological 
studies carried out in response to these guidelines. Justice 
Berger was appointed to hear the evidence of the pipeline 
proponents and others affected by or interested in the project. 
Many biologists expresssed conviction that the pipeline 
corridor could be implemented without unacceptable damage to 


the environment; others were more doubtful. 


Justice Berger eventually recommended against a 
pipeline corridor across the Yukon Coastal: Plain and further- 
more recommended that the whole of the Yukon north of the 
Porcupine River be designated as an unoccupied Wilderness 
Park. The protection of the Porcupine caribou herd was a 
major factor in Justice Berger's recommendations. He has 
become an active proponent, making many public speeches to 


promote the concept of a Northern Yukon Wilderness Park. 


Parks Canada have subsequently expressed their interest 
in the designation of an unoccupied Wilderness Park in a portion 
of the area recommended by Justice Berger. In order to assist 
Parks Canada's considerations of this matter, the Minister of 
Indian and Northern Affairs has withdrawn from further dis- 
postition all those lands. lying, north of, the Porcupine. ang Bell 
Rivers in the Northern Yukon. Furthermore, the Minister has 
signed an Agreement in Principle with the Inuvialuit of the 
Mackenzie Delta region in which 5,000 square miles of the Yukon 
Coastal Plain has been specifically dedicated towards an 


unoccupied Wilderness Park along the lines recommended by Justice 


Bergen. 
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The Need 


Dome is causing the expenditure of $500 million to 
PindsOtleandegasein thes peatoOrtasea Over the next five years. 
The Company seeS marine transport as an attractive concept 
POE wtnesdeliverveotso. Out Of this area and possibly as a 
transportation system for gas. Land pipelines, however, may 
also be required. It could very well be that land pipelines 
are the only practical means of transporting oil or gas from 


some of the offshore locations. 


A significant structure ‘in being drilled at Natsek, 
west OL °Herschel Island. «rAvland| pipeline to this location 
would necessarily cross the Coastal Plain. The route shown 
on the attached map is an example of that required for a pipe- 


lanes corcidcrs 


Dome recognizes the likely reality of an unoccupied 
Wilderness Park. We propose that the terms and conditions of 
such a park should allow for the potential of a pipeline 
eorridor through the Coastal’ Plain or that the boundaries iof 


such a park be defined so as to have the same effect. 


Recent Studies 


On-going studies of the facilities at Prudhoe Bay 
and the Alyeska pipeline and haul road indicate that the caribou 
reaction has not been at “all “drsastrous! ‘*In*®flacte the isteady 


growth of the Central Arctic herd is réporteds:? vo besiibelys 


(1) Third Interim Report of the Effects of the Trans-Alaska 


Pipeline on Caribou Movements, R. D. Cameron and 
Ke eRe Whitten lo 8) SpecialeRneport uno. 22. 
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Hunting by Alyeska personnel has not been allowed during 


construction and operation of those facilities. 


Conclusion and Recommendations 


OURECORC UST OlestS “natwanspipeline corridor with its 
necessary auxillary facilities could be constructed along the 
Yukon Coast without signficant impact on the Porcupine caribou 
herd or any of the other wildlife that uses this area on a 
seasonal or continuous basis. A crucial environmental protection 
measure would necessarily be the implementation of strict hunting 
restrictions to be imposed on construction and operation 


personnel. 
We recommend that: 


ie) The final agreement with the Inuvialuit addresses the 
concept of a pipeline corridor along the Yukon Coastal 
Plain and leaves scope for its implementation within the 


terms of the agreement. 


2) Parks Canada consider modifying the terms and conditions 
Of tes dratt Wilderness Parks Policy to allow for approp= 
late Pipeline acOrridors, Or failing that, adjust the 
boundaries of the proposed Northern Yukon Wilderness Park 
bo exclude a Ssultable area fon pipeline corridor The 


pipeline corridor could eventually revert to wilderness 


status at the conclusion of its function some decades hence. 
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The current direction of land use designation would 
pre-empt a logical and perhaps essential transportation mode 
for a significant source of Canadian energy offshore the Yukon 
Coastal Plain. The foregoing recommendations would achieve a 


balance between development needs and the objectives of some 


for an unoccupied wilderness area. 
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